THE   QUESTING   BEAST
Then again the almost limitless power of " Captains of
the Games " at Eton to beat boys who do not play foot-
ball well enough to please the watchers produces a fine
character in whom? The beater or the beaten? Perhaps
the essence of character is to call the local inhabitants
" scugs " and to rag the shop people who serve the boys
behind counters. This character business is quoted when
some old boy distinguishes himself in after-life, when his
Eton training is put down as the cause of his success. The
fact that the individual started at the top of the ladder, of
wealthy parents, with a good home, an established position
and all the advantages of birth and wealth never seems to
enter into the argument at all. And why the influence
of home and family tradition (which is always referred to
in other cases) should be entirely put in the background in
favour of four or five years spent in running after a foot-
ball, is perfectly incomprehensible to the average mind.
An instance of the effect of this training is well
illustrated in a report of the Harrow School mission camp,
1928:
" . . . Their presence (i.e., the presence of Harrovians)
also serves for a short period in the year to' show people
(i.e., in Larimer Road, London, where the mission is
situated) who otherwise never see or hear other than their
own code of play, how to be sportsmen."
Another old cry that comes up in cracked voices from
aged minds is that of " playing the game." Now this
" game " simply means doing things as they have been
done for the past hundred year?. The game is not of your
choosing. The rules are not of your making. You have
no say in it at all. The game is simply the old idea of the
dead upper classes as to what the living upper class are to
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